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For a Montana couple retiring to 
Central Oregon, a Tumalo property 
looked good by the numbers. The 
five-acre property had a fenced 
pasture for their three horses, a 
2,000-square-foot, one-level, three-
bedroom house, a barn, and a work-
shop.

But something just wasn’t right. 
They looked at the house four times. 
Their Realtor decided to bring in 
a design build team to assess how 
realistic it was to update the house. 
When they learned a remodel was 
doable, Ed Brown and his wife, Mar-
got Boileau, purchased the property, 
loaded up their horses and never 
looked back at their huge log home 
on 27 acres of Montana wilderness.

“When our horses looked around, 
they thought they’d died and gone to 
heaven because they no longer had 

to share their pasture with wolves, 
elk and bear,” said Brown. “They’ve 
been calm ever since they’ve been 
here.”

The decision to remodel wasn’t an 
easy one. Brown and Boileau had a 
negative past remodeling experience 
and wanted to be reassured their bid 
was realistic. Fortunately, the state of 
the economy opened up the opportu-
nity to purchase and remodel this 
property at a price that was more 
reasonable to them while meeting 
their dream-home expectations.

For Brown and Boileau, it took a 
realistic assessment of the property, 
honest talks about money, and a pro-
fessional team to make it happen.

The building team’s contractor 
climbed into the attic to make mea-
surements, and the designer ques-
tioned the couple about the types of 

materials they wanted. Both treated 
Brown and Boileau as if they were 
family members.

“When you do a structure, you are 
involving their personal lives and 
their tastes,” said Dan Sustaita, con-
tractor with PGC Building + Design. 
“I think all of us put ourselves in 
their shoes. I think one of the great-
est assets of a local builder is they 
can do that.”

“We’re all looking at it with the 
clients’ objectives in mind,” said Pa-
mela Armstrong, PGC designer and 
project manager. “Remodeling or 

any kind of building is a process, and 
maintaining the vision of the client 
and guiding the client through the 
process is a big part of what we do.”

The house was originally built by 
Adair Homes, which came with a big 
advantage for remodeling. 

Adair, which has decades of history 
building homes in this area, builds 
load-bearing exterior walls, allow-
ing interior walls to be moved more 
easily than traditional stick-build 
homes. Professionals at PGC Build-
ing + Design assessed the house’s 
potential.

The remodel began last spring and 
finished ahead of schedule last fall. 
The most dramatic change was re-
moving a wall which separated the 
kitchen from the living room. Kitch-
en appliances were rearranged, pro-
pane was brought in, and a wood-

burning fireplace was added in the 
living room because the homeown-
ers wanted the option of being off the 
electrical grid. 

“If you can keep the footprint of 
a room the same, but open it all up, 
you’re going to be saving a lot of 
money in flooring and in structural 
components,” said Armstrong.

She added that the new plan is 
more modern, open, and takes ad-
vantage of available natural light.

Armstrong calls the style contem-
porary ranch, which features tex-
ture and natural elements without 

looking rustic. The house has subtle 
accents of red including red flecks in 
the granite countertops, a red wood 
stove, and a rich paprika red front 
door. She used a budget-friendly 
trick in the kitchen with inexpensive 
tile for most of the backsplash and 
more expensive tile for decorative 
elements.

“Knowing where your focal points 
are and giving them the best at-
tention possible doesn’t necessar-
ily have to cost a lot of money,” said 
Armstrong. “It just means that you 
have to be careful about how you use 
the more expensive material.” 

The PGC team recommends sever-
al ways to keep remodels on budget 
and progressing smoothly:

Start with a knowledgeable Real-
tor who researches the history of 
the house so the buyer knows the 

home’s age and whether or not it has 
had problems such as mold or water 
damage. 

Choose an experienced local build-
er who addresses both building and 
design. 

Bring in subcontractors to accu-
rately estimate costs such as electri-
cal work. Make sure the contractor is 
licensed and has liability insurance 
and worker’s compensation cover-
age. 

Lastly, discuss all costs, including 
how to account for changes during 
the remodel. 

Sustaita also noted that reality TV 
shows about remodeling may be en-
tertaining but don’t accurately show 
how problems within walls should 
be handled. He said he works hard 
on bids to give clients what he calls 
“the real reality.” 

According to Sustaita, now is a 
good time to get the most bang for 
your buck with remodeling because 
both material and labor costs are 
lower and more reasonable.

Brown and Boileau say it was well 
worth cooking out of the kitchen in 
their house trailer through the sum-
mer while the work progressed. They 
were relieved to avoid the hassle and 
run-away costs of their previous re-
model. They are also happy to have 
moved closer to family and scale 
down with the option to tour their 
new neighborhood on horseback.

“If you can keep the footprint of a room the same, but open it all up, you’re going 
to be saving a lot of money in flooring and in structural components.”

by Susan Thomas Springer, for The Bulletin Advertising Department
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Westside Acreage Estate
A special estate on Bends westside, seven 
bedroom, seven bath home. All the space 
and amenities anyone could ask for on 5.47 
acres. Features: large family room with grand 
fireplace for entertaining. Six-auto garage 
plus RV garage all tastefully architecturally 
designed to match home. Barn and gazebo, 
and so much more! Please call Becky Breeze, 
Principal Broker at 541-408-1107 for private 
showing. 
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$409,900
Desirable NW Crossing!

This craftsman Award Winning 
Tour of Homes™ has been built 
to Earth Advantage standards. 
BR/bonus rooms are located 
upstairs. 
GRANT LUDWICK, BROKER

541-633-0255 or
541-389-7910

$155,000
Value, Value, Value

Outstanding Open Floor Plan 
with 4BDRM/2.5BA, master 
downstairs, gas fireplace, vaulted 
ceilings and bonus room. 
This is a must see!
MIKE WILSON, BROKER

541-977-5345 or
541-389-7910

$460,000
Beautifully Updated…

Home features new paint & 
carpet throughout. Refinished 
hardwood floors, Main level 
master w/radiant heat floors, trex 
decking & much more!
MIKE EVERIDGE, BROKER

541-390-0098 or
541-389-7910

$241,000
River Canyon Estates!

Beautifully maintained 3 bed-
room, 2.5 bath home, on a corner 
lot with a great open floor plan. 
A loft area that can be used for 
office space or bonus room.
SUSAN PITARRO, BROKER

541-410-8084 or
541-389-7910

$379,500
In the Parks at Broken Top…

Prime location, fabulous kitchen 
with granite counters, upgraded 
SS appl. Beautiful walnut floors 
and cabinets, vaulted ceilings, gas 
fireplace, wet bar & wine fridge.
MIKE EVERIDGE, BROKER

541-390-0098 or
541-389-7910

$269,900
Country Living Close to Town...

Great location and close to Tumalo 
Park!! Over 1/2 acre, property 
backs up to common area, enhanc-
ing the open feel of the property. 
Casual living at its best!!
GRANT LUDWICK, BROKER

541-633-0255 or
541-389-7910

Hayden Homes Stunner!
This expansive 2592 square foot home 
offers 4 bedrooms and 2.5 baths in picturesque 
River Rim. This home includes: stainless steel 
appliances, maple cabinets, knotty alder front 
door, fireplace with bookshelves, engineered 
hardwood flooring, BBQ gas stub, tile shower 
and flooring, masonry accents, and much more 
for only $314,990! Call 541-306-3085 or find 
us on the web at www.hayden-homes.com. 
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